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Helena,   Montana 
Dec.   31,   1940. 

Hon.  Roy  E.  Ayers, 

Governor  of  Montana, 
Helena,  Montana. 

Dear   Sir: 

We  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  the  twenty-fifth  biennial 
report  of  the  Historical  Society  of  Montana  for  the  years  1939-1940 
in   compliance   with   the    statute   requirements. 

We  are  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servants, 

JOSEPHINE  I.   HEPNER, 

President. 

O.    F.    GODDARD, 
GEORGE    R.    METLEN, 
FAIRIE  L.  EVANS, 
JOHN    B.    RITCH, 

Secretary. 
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Helena,    Montana, 
Dec.   31,    1940. 

To    the   Board   of   Trustees   of   the 
Historical   Society  of  Montana, 
Mrs.    Josephine    I.    Hepner,    President. 

Members    of   the   Board: 

We  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  Twenty-fifth  Biennial  Report 
of  the  Historical  Society  of  Montana  for  the  years  1939  and  1940. 
In  presenting  this  Biennial  Report,  your  Librarian  desires  to  review 
briefly  the  organization  and  some  of  the  work  of  the  Society  since 
such    organization. 

Ever  since  its  inception,  the  Historical  Society  of  Montana  has 
used  its  efforts  and  funds  for  the  up-building  of  a  library  and  the 
collection  of  historical  items  which  would  preserve  the  history  of 
our  state  as  this  should  be  done.  A  continued  lack  of  funds  for 
this  purpose  has  greatly  hampered  the  work  of  the  Society,  although 
it  may  be  truly  said  that  every  head  of  this  department,  from  its 
first  organization,  has  used  his  or  her  most  valiant  effort  towar'd 
the    end    just    stated. 

I  believe  that  the  most  important  question  now  confronting  this 
library  is  the  building  and  maintenance  of  a  separate  home  for  its 
books  and  belongings  and  the  assured  appropriation  of  funds  for 
proper  maintenance.  There  is  no  doubt  at  this  time  that  the 
crowded  condition  of  library  shelves  and  the  large  amount  of 
matter  stored  on  the  floors  of  its  floor  space  in  the  Capitol  Build- 
ing offer  a  certain  amount  of  jeopardy  to  the  welfare  of  these 
books  and  documents  that  properly  should  not  exist.  It  must  be 
remembered  that  Montana's  Historical  Library  contains  many  docu- 
ments and  volumes  which  are  almost  priceless,  and  which  would  be 
impossible  to  replace,  should  they  be  lost  through  any  unfortunate 
occasion  such  as  fire  or  the  flooding  of  the  building.  It  may  be  a 
matter  of  some  surprise  to  you  to  know  that  students  and  his- 
torians from  all  over  America  come  to  this  library  for  information, 
and  that  some  of  our  best  known  historians  have  spent  weeks 
here,    consulting    its   volumes    and   examining   its    documentary    records 
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for  the  information  they  contain,  which  could  not  be  secured  else- 
where, so  that  the  erection  of  a  proper  home  for  this  department 
in  the  state  is  one  which  calls  for  the  serious  attention  of  oui' 
citizens.  The  library  now  contains  approximately  38,000  volumes, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  original  journals  and  documents  not  contained 
in    this    number. 

The  newspaper  files  of  this  library  are  named  as  the  best  and 
most  complete  of  those  of  any  state  in  our  Union.  The  library 
receives  practically  all  of  the  newspapers  published  in  the  state, 
thanks  to  the  co-operation  of  the  publishers  and  editors.  At  present 
we  get  118  weekly  papers  and  15  dailies,  which  embrace  all  of  such 
publications  within  our  borders.  The  importance  of  these  newspaper 
files  is  not  possible  to  over-estimate.  They  contains  the  records  of 
the  daily  life  of  every  community  in  the  state  for  more  than  seventy 
years,  and  they  are  consulted  hundreds  of  times  during  each 
year  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  proof  in  the  matters  of  births, 
marriages,  deaths,  estates  and  daily  news  happenings.  In  many  cases 
they  are  used  as  proof,  and  accepted  as  such,  in  our  courts  of 
record.  It  has  been  the  work  of  the  library  to  zealously  guard  these 
files,  that  they  may  not  be  lost  and  that  they  may  not  lose  their 
continuity    in    any    case. 

The  library  is  a  constant  recipient  of  gift  books  from  authors, 
and,  wherever  funds  are  available,  buys  such  works  as  are  best 
subjects  for  its  shelves.  Only  too  often  it  has  been  handicapped  by 
lack  of  funds  to  make  purchases  where  they  might  have  been  secured 
at    bargain    prices. 

During  the  year  1939  much  work  has  been  done  on  the  library's 
own  publication  of  two  original  diaries  of  the  American  Fur 
Company — the  Fort  Benton  Diary  for  part  of  the  year  1854,  all  of 
1855  and  most  of  1856;  also,  the  Fort  Sarpy  (Yellowstone  River) 
Diary  of  James  H.  Chambers,  employee  of  the  American  Fur  Com- 
pany, for  the  same  period.  It  has  been  our  intention  to  make  this 
work  an  outstanding  addition  to  the  historical  knowledge  of  the 
Missouri  River  and  Yellowstone  River  fur  regions  during"  the  years 
mentioned.  Mrs.  Anne  McDonnell,  Assistant  Librarian,  made  visits 
to  St.  Paul  and  to  St.  Louis  to  engage  in  research  in  the  libraries 
of  those  cities  to  secure  such  information  as  they  offered.  Mrs. 
McDonnell  is  an  earnest  historian,  and  her  visits  were  richly  re- 
warded. We  believe  that  the  indices,  to  be  published  as  a  part  of 
these  diaries,  will  reveal  much  new  information  and  revive  much 
other  information  regarding  the  persons  connected  with  the  fur 
companies  and  the  way  of  living  of  those  days.  For  this  purpose,  the 
Legislative  Assembly  of  1939  appropriated  $2000.00,  and  you  are 
assured  that  every  dollar  of  this  money  was  spent  in  the  historical 
research    and    in    the    physical    publication    of    the    volume    which    will 
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be  known  as  "Volume  No.  10  of  Contributions."  Cato,  the  famous 
Roman  orator,  has  said  that  "History  is  the  life  of  memory  and  the 
messenger  of  antiquity."  Our  work,  in  the  matter  of  these  diaries,  is 
convincing    evidence    of    the    illuminating    truth    of    this    statement. 

On  another  page,  under  the  heading  of  "Books  Accessioned 
During  1939-1940,"  will  be  found  a  list  of  books  and  other  items 
which    have    come    to    us    since    the    last    report. 

The  Librarian  and  Mrs.  McDonnell  both  take  this  occasion  to 
thank  such  of  the  old  pioneers  as  are  left,  and  the  Sons  and 
Daughters,  for  the  interest  and  co-operation  they  have  shown  in  the 
work  of  the  library,  and  to  further  thank  them  for  their  readiness 
to  help  at  all  times.  The  Sons  and  Daughters  of  Pioneers  at  this 
time  are  taking  the  lead  in  the  work  of  the  proposed  erection  of  the 
new  library  building.  A  bill  for  this  purpose  (H.  B.  284)  was  intro- 
duced at  the  last  Legislative  Assembly,  this  bill  providing  for  the 
building  which  would  house  the  library  and  the  Supreme  Court,  at 
a  cost  of  approximately  $420,000.00.  At  that  time  we  would  have 
been  able  to  secure  about  $190,000.00  in  Federal  aid,  and  $43,000.00 
donated  by  the  various  Veterans'  organizations.  This  bill  was  killed 
in  the  House,  although  the  proposed  building  would  have  met  the 
needs  of  the  Library  and  the  Supreme  Coui't  for  more  than  sixty 
years. 

I  could  not  close  this  report  without  acknowledging  the  splendid 
service  of  Mrs.  Anne  McDonnell  and  the  very  pleasant  relationships 
that  have  existed  in  this  department  during  my  incumbency  as 
Librarian;  also,  it  is  a  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  courtesies  and 
cordial  friendships  we  have  maintained  with  all  other  departments  in 
the    State    Capitol    Building. 

The  assistance  and  co-operation  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  in  all 
matters  have  been  spontaneous  and  helpful.  I  am  deeply  grateful  to 
them  for  their  consideration  toward  myself  and  for  their  interest  in 
the  welfare   of   the   Historical  Library. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  B.  RITCH,  Librarian. 


HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  OF  MONTANA  9 

Books    Accessioned   During    1939-1940 

General  works,    newspapers,   periodicals,    etc 179 

Religion   and   Philosophy 20 

Sociology    - 85 

Philology    3 

Natural   Science   10 

Useful  Arts  29 

Fine  Arts  8 

Literature     14 

History 346 

Biography    34 

728 

The  diaries  of  John  W.  Grannis,  beginning  in  1863,  six  books 
in  all,  were  presented  to  the  Historical  Society  of  Montana  by  a 
descendant  of  the  family  now  living  in  California.  Mr.  Grannis  came 
to  Alder  Gulch,  Montana  in  1863  from  Denver,  Colorado,  and  his 
daily  entries  cover  the  years  of  Montana's  beginnings.  Journals  such 
as  these  make  invaluable  source  material  for  the  study  of  Mon- 
tana history  and  rarely  have  we  received  diaries  covering  such  a 
period  of  time.  These  will  provide  rare  material  for  publication 
in    future    volumes    of    the    "Contributions." 

The  Minnesota  Historical  Society  has  been  generous  in  allowing 
our  Society  to  have  photostatic  copies  made  of  several  items  such 
as  the  journal  of  Major  E.  A.  C.  Hatch,  agent  for  the  Blackfoot 
Indians  in  1856,  and  various  other  letters,  journals,  etc.,  all  of 
which    had    a   Montana   interest. 

The  library  had  several  of  the  Indian  treaties  which  were  never 
published  copied  by  photostat  in  the  Office  of  Indian  Affairs, 
Washington,  D.  C,  and  from  these  were  able  to  furnish  copies 
for  several  members  of  the  Indian  Councils  of  Montana  who  had 
been  unable  to  get  certain  information  needed  in  their  discussions 
of     tribal     affairs. 

A  very  worthwhile  contribution  to  the  archives  of  our  Society 
was  a  collection  of  ledgers  and  journals  of  the  Melville  Mercantile 
Company,  1893-1902,  fourteen  volumes  in  all.  Such  records  will  be 
useful  in  the  study  of  Montana  history  and  economics  for  future 
publications. 

Other  valuable  items  added  to  the  collection  of  the  Historical 
Society   of   Montana    the   past   biennium   were   as   follows: 

Three  water  color  and  two  pencil  sketches  by  Peter  Tofft  of 
Montana   scenes   painted    in   1866. 
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A  collection  of  photographs,  Indian  and  western  scenes,  from 
1868    to    1878. 

A  buffalo  hide  teepee  and  a  tobacco  board  used  in  the  days 
of    the    fur    trade. 

Photostatic  copies  of  the  1870  census,  Montana  territory,  for 
the  following  counties,  Beaverhead,  Big  Horn,  Chouteau  and  Dawson. 
These  census  records  give  the  name  of  the  individual,  date  and 
place  of  birth  and  occupation.  Such  records  are  extremely  valuable 
today    for    "social    security    information." 

The  map  collection  has  received  some  very  valuable  additions, 
in  photostatic  copies  of  original  DeSmet  maps  in  the  Library  of 
St.  Louis  University  and  with  the  DeSmet  maps  is  one  by  James 
Bridger  making  a  total  of  twelve  in  all  of  maps  that  have  never 
been  printed.  Other  photostatic  maps  received  were  three  copied 
from  the  Reports  of  the  Palliser  Survey,  1857-1858,  (Canada  and 
Montana),  four  from  G.  K.  Warren  and  F.  V.  Hayden's  Reports, 
1855-1860,  explorations  and  surveys  in  Dakota,  Nebraska  and  Mon- 
tana. Another  valuable  contribution  are  the  maps  of  the  Yellowstone 
National  Park  region  which  were  made  by  W.  T.  Jackson  to  accom- 
pany his  thesis  on  the  history  of  the  Park. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  Dr.  M.  G.  Burlingame  of  the  State 
College,  Bozeman,  Montana,  the  library  has  received  typed  copies  of 
the    following    theses : 

R.  E.  Albright.  Relations  of  Montana  with  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment,   1864-1889.    Ph.    D.,    Stanford   University,    1933. 

W.  T.  Jackson.  The  Early  Exploration  and  Founding  of  the 
Yellowstone  National  Park.  Ph.  D.  University  of  Texas. 
1940. 

S.  L.  Cappious.  A  History  of  the  Bitter  Root  Valley  to  1914. 
M.    A.    University    of    Washington.     1939. 

C.  B.  Worthen.  The  History  of  Central  Montana  to  1871.  M.  A. 
University   of   Washington.     1928. 


